
SADGA PROGRAMME FOR 2018 
 

 
 

SPEAKER TALK TITLE DETAILS  
 

1 February Vincent Gradwell Japanese Gardens and Plants This talk illustrates typical Japanese gardens in Japan and a selection of 
Japanese style gardens in the UK, detailing some familiar plants of Japanese 
origin. 

14 February 
 

Annual Quiz v Ascot 
Horticultural Society 

 7.45 for 8 pm start at King Edwards Hall, North Ascot 

1 March AGM, Members Evening 
and Supper 

 Your chance to give input to the Committee; Election of Officers; Presentation of 
trophies to winners from 2017 annual competition; Chat with cheese and wine 
provided by the club; plus soft drinks. 

5 April Claire Brown 
 
 

Herbs for the Garden, Kitchen 
and Vase 

Herbs are a great addition to our gardens, adding colour, scent and an additional 
ingredient in our cooking.  Claire will talk through which ones are the most useful 
to you and how they can be grown to keep them healthy and productive.  Herbs 
will be available to purchase. 

3 May Alison Phillips A Flower Arranging 
Demonstration 

Alison will give us a flower arranging demonstration and then all the 
arrangements will be raffled. 

2 June John Hall The Many Uses of Heathers This will be a light hearted but informative talk about how heathers are produced.  
Why you can, and should. grow heathers in your garden.  When to trim (practical 
demonstration) and how to plant heathers in the garden and in containers.  
Plants will be available to purchase. 

5 July Cherrill Sands Gardens of Surrey 
 

With the benefit of a varied landscape, gentle climate and proximity to London, 
Surrey has many gardens.  From formal 17th century examples to pleasure 
grounds of the 18th century, through Arts & Crafts delights to some modern 
designs of the 20th century.  The talk will include Albury, Painshill, Titsey Place 
and the Guildford Roof Garden by Geoffrey Jellicoe. 

2 August Nigel Choat Wetlands and Waterways Nigel, a very keen wildlife photographer has been photographing nature for over 
30 years.  His illustrated talk will include ducks, geese and swans plus other rare 
birds like the bittern.  Also the Norfolk hawker dragonfly, swallow tail butterflies – 
otters, fungi, frogs, orchids and other flowers. 

6 September Steve Bradley Patio Gardening Steve, a professional horticulturist with 22 years lecturing experience will give us 
tips on how to take advantage of containers to provide seasonal interest using 
flowers, fruit and vegetables. 

4 October Geoff Hawkins From 30 Acres to 30 Square 
Yard 

Geoff retired in 2012 as Head Gardener of a 30 acre private estate – Mill Court, 
Nr Alton in Hampshire.  This is an illustrated talk showing how he moved from a 
large estate to a small town garden. 

1 November Dr Nikki Gammans Gardening for Bumblebees There are around 250 species of bee in the UK.  Nikki is greatly involved with the 
reintroduction of the short-haired bumblebee.  This illustrated talk will show how 
vital insects are as pollinators and how we can make our gardens more attractive 
to them. 

 6  December Christmas Lunch/Dinner 
 
 

  


