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WINTER NEWSLETTER 2013 

Our Spring Talk is on 
SUNDAY 9th MARCH 

When we are proud to present 

ROY LANCASTER 
‘A Plantsman’s Garden’ 

 

Roy takes us on a powerpoint presentation around his garden, showing some of his 
favourite plants, and tells stories about his plant collecting. 

 

2.30 start, at Cobham Village Hall,  
Lushington Drive, off Oakdene Road, off Between Streets, Cobham. KT11 2LU 

 

From Junction 10 of the M25 go north onto A3 then take next exit. Then right, back over A3, then left towards 
Cobham. At second roundabout turn right into Between Streets, then first proper road left into Oakdene Road and 
first left again into Lushington Drive.  Village Hall and Car Park are on the right about 50 yards up road.   
 
 

Tickets £7.50 each for members of clubs affiliated to the SHF, £10 for other visitors.  
 

 Please book a.s.a.p, making cheques to Surrey Horticultural Federation, and 
 send to SHF Secretary, as above, with an s.a.e.                                  Poster enclosed!  
 
 



A.G.M.    President Daphne Foulsham welcomed members to the 37th AGM. 
  
Chairman Brian Deaville gave his report, which is briefly as follows:- 
Our Spring talk in March was by Dr. Henry Oakley, President of the Orchid Society of Great Britain, who gave us a wonderful 
illustrated talk about collecting orchids in the Andes.  Those who came really enjoyed it. 

In June we were lucky that the rain stopped just in time for our special visit to Norney Wood at Shackleford . This garden has 
been lovingly recreated by the owners in the style of Gertrude Jekyll, and the first roses bearing her name were out in time.   

Later in the autumn we had 9 teams taking part in the Inter Club Quiz, and the winners were Thursley. 

Thank you once again to all the clubs with websites or newsletters who are using these to advertise Surrey Federation events.  
Please would ask all Secretaries to let your members know about the contents of our Newsletters . 

Thanks to our President for her continual support, and a special thank you to our Secretary Janet for and all the work she does.  
I would also like to thank our Treasurer Pam for her 9 years in this post, and all the rest of the Council for working so well 
together over the past year. 
I would also like to congratulate Roy and Pam Lomax on winning the People’s Award for exceptional services to grassroots (or 
community) football.  As part of their prize they were invited to Buckingham Palace to watch the football match on the palace 
lawn, and Prince William awarded them a special medal.  Well done Roy and Pam. 

Treasurers Report.  
A copy of the audited accounts was circulated, and Treasurer Pam Lomax said she hoped they were self-explanatory.  
The Federation currently has £2,806.62 in hand. The total Income for the past year was £1,213.50 Expenditure was £1,051.00, 
so the net result was a surplus of £162.90 over the year. No increase in subscriptions is proposed for 2014. 

Election of Officers and Council Members.  
Chairman Brian Deaville stood for a single year in 2012, but was prepared to stand another year. Treasurer Pam Lomax had 
also completed her three years, and really wanted to stand down but if no-one came forward she was prepared to stand for a 
single year until a replacement could be found.  Secretary Janet Arm has also come to the end of her 3 years but was prepared 
to stand again. 
The other Council Members, Roy Lomax, Jack Morris, Anne Bradbeer , John Brain ,Nicky Cornell and Paul Yeoman had all stated 
they were willing to stand again. Barbara Boyse from Worplesdon had volunteered to join the committee. 
 All the above posts were proposed, seconded and approved. 
 
Secretary’s report on Future Events.  
Our first event of the year will be our Spring Talk, and next year we are very pleased to announce that Roy Lancaster has 
agreed to come and talk to us about ‘A Plantsman’s Garden’ on Sunday 9th March.  Tickets are now available, and although 
this is a bit more expensive than usual, I am quite sure that you realise that the well-known speakers cost rather a lot!  
On Sunday 18th May next year we have arranged a special visit to the Gold Medal winning Millais Nurseries, at Crosswater 
Farm, Churt.  Millais are rhododendron specialists, and at this time of the year have lovely wooded walks through mature 
rhododendrons, plus formal beds and the nursery. There will be a charge for the National Gardens Scheme. 

It is interesting to see that the combined AGM and quiz has provided many more teams than usual, and we hope those of you 
who have not been before enjoy the experience. On Wednesday Anne Bradbeer and I will be representing the Federation at an 
RHS Meeting of specialist nurseries and other organisations, but so far nothing much has come from the previous events.  
Looking forward to 2015, the Federation has booked Chris Beardshaw for the Spring Talk! Chris will be on a new BBC2 
Series ‘Great British Garden Revival’ starting 9th December. 
 
Any other business.   
1. Sheila Rapley, new Secretary of the Surrey Guild of Judges and Lecturers asked how many clubs now had powerpoint 
projectors as some lecturers seem to want them provided – Milford appeared to be the only club which has one, and the 
question of insurance was raised if these are lent out.  
2. Barbara Boyse said the takeover of Secretts G.C. by Squires meant the discount would only apply in 2013. 



2013 QUIZ. 
 

After the AGM a record number of 15 terms took part in the quiz, and the winners were the Surrey Guild of Judges and 
Lecturers team, with Plant Heritage a point behind in second place, and Merrow one more point behind in third place.  The 
audience winner was Roy Lomax, with Terry Cornell in second place. Well done everyone, it was a really good afternoon! 
 
LIGHTWATER GARDEN CLUB. 
 
Is there any team fairly near Lightwater who would like to join forces and have a joint show in 2014?  They are a small friendly 
club of some 60 members, but really need some help with shows, so they are asking whether there is a club who would like to 
exhibit and help each other?  They are open to discussion, so if you are interested and would like to meet up, please contact 
Wendy Richardson on 01276-472871,email:  woo2424@gmail.com, or see their website: www.lightwatergardenclub.co.uk 
 
GARDEN WORKSHOP 
 
Tracey Bull from Holmbury St. Mary has informed us that there is a half day Garden Workshop at Squires (Secretts as was) 
Garden Centre, Milford, on Thursday 23rd January, looking at the gardening year ahead and focusing on hardy and half hardy 
annuals.  Full details can be obtained from Tracey on 01483-893073, or 07775-746-461; email: tjcdbull@waitrose.com 
or the SHF has details obtainable from Janet. Time 10 am to 1 pm, and the price will be £30 for the workshop. 
 
 Holmbury St. Mary Gardening Group is one of four new clubs who we hope will be joining the Surrey Federation for 2014. 
 The others are Grayswood; Wooton and Abinger, plus Whitehill and Bordon who were members and are re-joining. 
 
FEEDBACK SHEETS. 
 
Thank you to those clubs who have started to use these sheets.  Some brief comments on talks by lecturers follow – if you 
want further details about these or other speakers please contact Secretary Janet Arm, as the comments are anonymous! 
 
Speaker  Talk     Comments 
 
David May  Roses.  Slides and demo. of grafting. Very good. Helpful and adaptable. 
Geoff Ace  Dealing with drought.   Very good, would recommend. 
Everett Leeds  Clematis through the seasons.  Good all round talk, and brought plants to buy. 
Michael Moulton The Ribena Story   Content didn’t reflect title. Dated slides. Audience were bored. 
Nigel Eaton  Orchids     Very good talk, came with lots of different orchids. 
Margaret Lennard Bees.     An interesting insight into the world of the bee. 
Carol Gubler  A year in the life of a fuchsia nursery. Excellent. Came with plants to buy. 
Colin Jones  Secret Gardens of London.  Excellent, very informative and audience really enjoyed. 
Paul Gallivan  Woolbeding Gardens.   First class. One of the best speakers we have ever had. 
John Negus  Begonias and associated plants.  Regrettably did not turn up. 
   12 months of colour.   Very enthusiatic, but asked our members too many questions . 
Les Waldren  Allotments, fruit and vegetables. Good talk, answered lots of questions. 
Richard Thornton Gardens of Northern France.  Interesting but slides slightly dated. Members enjoyed. 
Mark Saunders  Annuals. Demo and powerpoint. Excellent presentation.  Members happy. 
Barry Newman  Preparing fruit and veg for the show. Very positive with lots of tips. Excellent speaker.  
Patricia Leichti Clarke Plants for Winter Interest  Interesting and knowledgable.  
 
JUDGES AND LECTURERS LISTS 
 
The new lists will be sent out to you from January 2014 as soon as your SHF subscriptions are received.   
Do you know a Horticultural Judge or Lecturer who would like to be on this list? If so, please ask them to contact Secretary  
Sheila Rapley on Tel: 01428-682149 or email: sheilajrapley@gmail.com 
 
If you would like a very useful copy of the Duties of Judges Stewards now compiled by the Surrey Guild, please contact Sheila 
or your SHF Secretary. Chairman Brian Deaville says that every club should have a copy! 
 
 

Had a good speaker?  Please use your NEW LECTURER FEEDBACK SHEETS! (Copy enclosed) 
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CLUB EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES –  Contact secretaries direct for further details. 
 
I know that at this time of year most clubs are still organizing their 2014 event schedules, but here are some we have so far: 
 
Dec. Club   Event        Contact 
3rd Lightwater  A London Childhood, by Maggie Firkin    Jackie Hayler 01276-475622 
3rd Wonersh  Views through a lens, by Mr. D. Halls    Val Brockman 01483-893808 
5th Fernhurst  AGM , then ‘The Seasons’ by Geoff Lunn.   B. Pennnington 01428-652212 
6th Woodham/New Haw Nature Rambling in Surrey, talk by R.S.P.B.   R. Lambert 01932-343035 
7th Plant Heritage  AGM. Seed exchange & party. Churchgate House, Cobham. Wendy Bentall 01276-858256 
9th Elstead   Flowers, growing for showing, by Doris Smallwood  Diana Terry 01252-702338 
11th Grayshott  Great Gardens of Russia, by Harvey Stephens   Lindy Morrison  01428-605911 
Jan.        
15th Onslow Village  Plants and Gardens of Italy, Mr. J Thornton   Anne Bradbeer 01483-563421 
15th Sandhurst  Flowers of Switzerland, by Howard Drury   Chris. Dresler 01420-768965 
16th Headley  Heathers throughout the seasons, by John Hall.   J. Howard-Duff 01428-714073 
21st Holmbury St. Mary Winter Wonderland, with John Negus. Abinger Hammer  Hall. Tracey Bull 01483-893073 
22nd Dorking   Around the world in 80 gardens, by Colin Jones   Sarah Oakley 01306-886157 
23rd Frensham  Gardener’s Question Time, with Geoff Peach   Caroline Tonkin 01252-793991 
28th West End  Gardening without aches and pains, by Peter Spriggs  Judy Douch 01483-475133 
February  
18th Tilford   Willow Weaving, with Charlotte Davey    Janet Arm 01252-783133 
26th Dorking   The 2 hr a week allotment, by Peter Almond   Sarah Oakley 01306-886157 
March 
4th Tilford   Cookery Hints, with Jenny Hearn.    Janet Arm 01252-783133 
18th Holmbury St. Mary Design and Planting Ideas with Andy McIndoe   Tracey Bull 01483-893073 
April 
5th Churt   SPRING SHOW  2.30 pm      Sandra Probert 01428-608583 
5th Ewell   SPRING SHOW, Blenheim High School, Epsom   Lynne Mason   0208-393-9257 
5th Grayshott  SPRING SHOW  2.00 - 4.00     Lindy Morrison  01428-605911 
5th Headley  SPRING SHOW  2.00 pm      J. Howard-Duff 01428-714073 
5th Thursley  SPRING SHOW  2.30 pm      Pat Clake 01252-706869 
6th Surrey Chrysanth SPRING DAFFODIL SHOW, Abinger Hammer Hall   Fred Austin 01483-283264 
6th Tilford   SPRING SHOW  2.30 - 4.00 (Sunday)    Janet Arm 01252-783133 
8th Puttenham/Wanborough   SPRING SHOW, 8 pm at Markwick Hall, Puttenham.  M. Forwood 01483-813855 
10th Fernhurst  SPRING SHOW, Village Hall 8 pm    B. Pennnington 01428-652212 
12th Witley   SPRING SHOW  6 pm Chichester Hall    Nadine Hunter 01428-682719 
19th Elstead   SPRING SHOW  2.00 – 4.00     Diana Terry 01252-702338 
29th Tilford   Winkworth Arboretum, talk by Peter Herring   Janet Arm 01252-783133 
 
Please note, A.G.M.’s or special visits are not generally included, as these are really just for club members not for SHF visitors. 
 

COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2014:    
Onslow Village Hall (Guildford) Committee Room.   February 28th, May 16th, October 17th and November 14th. 
 

And finally, a GARDENING DICTIONARY – with thanks to Hampshire Federation who printed this in one of their their bulletins: 
  Allotment: But little achieved. 
  Annual:  An unwanted plant which persists in re-seeding itself year after year. 
  Broad Bean: Vegetable grown as food for blackfly! 
  Compost: The only thing which grows. 
  Digging: Wife’s nagging about garden. 
  Hoeing:  A method of killing seedlings whilst redistributing stones. 
  Perennial: Plant which should appear each year but doesn’t. 
  Pruning: Method of killing plants. 
  Rockery:  Heap of rubble left behind by builder.  
  Weed:  Main garden crop! 
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